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Breaking the Wire


A young female pug sits in a cage all day and all night. She has never touched grass, never seen trees, never felt wind. Without sufficient food or water, sickness rages through her like wildfire. Her voice taken by a steel rod, she cannot cry for help, and like her fellow slaves, she carries within her hundreds of dollars worth of puppies. When her pregnancy reaches full term, an amateur c-section steals her puppies away from her for sale in a strip-mall pet store. The life of this female, and hundreds of other pugs like her, drove the creation of the Pug Rescue Network in September of 2004. Puppy mills, large warehouses, barns, or even homes filled with dogs whose lives solely exist for commercial breeding, provide their captives with little food, water, human interaction, or medicine. Without these necessities, the puppies produced often have health problems such as hip dysplasia (“Curbing the Puppy Trade”). Female dogs in puppy mills must breed at their first session of heat and every cycle afterwards until they reach the age of five, where fertility usually ends. When that time comes, the dogs are killed by an overdose on heartworm medication, a shot to the heart, or by having their head beaten in with a rock (“Puppymills-A National Disgrace”). The Pug Rescue Network rescues the pugs held in puppy mills and rehabilitates them until they reach adoptability. More often than not, the pugs fear people and the outdoors, and it takes time to shed this apprehension. Volunteers of the Pug Rescue Network foster these wary souls, teaching them that not all people wish to harm them.  Their rescue efforts do not stop at puppy mill dogs; they also take in abandoned pugs and surrendered pugs. The Pug Rescue Network states that they will “embrace the neglected, forgotten, and displaced pugs with compassion, providing hope through education and awareness, [thus] helping them by finding their way to a permanent loving home,” (“About The Pug Rescue Network”). The Pug Rescue Network changes the tragedy of a neglected pug into a sanguine member of a benevolent family.


The Pug Rescue Network has rescued almost 200 pugs since their beginning in 2004. Among those lies Mika, a female pug turned aggressive from her abandonment in a backyard. They do not know how long she lived without food or water before they rescued her, but when they found her, malnourished and her collar severely matted into her fur, she had turned aggressive and defensive. The Pug Rescue Network paid her vet bills to return her to a healthy state and help her eventually find a forever home (Dalton). The Pug Rescue Network has many branches throughout the United Sates. One branch in Dibble, Oklahoma rescued 32 pugs from a household attempting to breed pug and maltese mixes for an extra income. The puppies had fur loss, missing eyes, and lacked proper care. Gail Tucker, the director of this branch describes “The cost of this rescue [was] formidable, and the veterinary needs of these dogs [was] huge. We also need[ed] foster homes to place the pugs in until they [were] adopted,” (Hill). The Pug Rescue Network saves the lives of many voiceless pugs across the country. Their mission never ceases, for many pugs still desire their long-awaited emancipation. 


The Pug Rescue Network, based exclusively through a network of foster homes, hosts at least one fundraising event per month. Through these events they have gained enough money to pay for the vet bills of all their pugs, both surrendered and rescued. Now able to expose their cause to the public, they can educate people on the best ways to shut down puppy mills as well as take care of their own pets. Refusing to buy puppies from pet stores or breeders who do not have all their papers brings America one step closer to a more animal-friendly environment ("Puppy Mills: The Humane Society of the United States”).  Also, because many puppy mills reside in the Amish community, refusing to purchase Amish products, contributes to the cause. Many people remain unaware of the Amish’s huge role in the puppy mill industry or simply refuse to believe it from the innocent and detached reputation the Amish have. “The Amish have been allowed to continue their inhumane treatment of animals without pressure from the rest of the population because of the money that tourism brings to Amish business,” describes New Jerusalem Ministries leader, Steve (“Amish and Puppy Mills").  The Pug Rescue Network constantly needs new foster homes as well as donations of toys, beds, and other canine necessities. By adopting instead of buying puppies, and refusing to purchase Amish products, an average citizen could save the lives of millions of dogs, pugs or otherwise. The achievement of Pug Rescue Network’s primary goal of protecting the eudemonia of pugs remains unreachable without the help of animal-lovers everywhere and the preservation of absolute morals.
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