£

ﬁrom Where I leed and

W’hat I Lwed For _ -

When I first took up my abode in the woods, -
thatis, began to spend my n.ighte as'well ag”

days there, which, by dceident;’ was on Inde:

pendence day, ot the fourth of July, 1845, my '_

house was not fAnished for Winter, but was
.merely @ defenSe against the raifi; without .
plastering or ‘cHinineéy, . the walls being of

“rough - weather-stained - boards, withtWide
"chinks, which ‘made {t cool .at might,-The
upnght ‘whité hewn §tuds and freshly planed ;.

door and window casings gave it d clean and

airy look; especmlly izt the moming, ‘when i its
tlmbers wére satutated with' dew, 5o that I”
fancied that by noon sgrie §weet gum wmﬂd'

exudé from thent, To iy imagination it te-
tained thoughout the'day more or less of this -
aurora.l charaétér, remmdmg ine of a certain

house on a miountain which I had visited 3 B

year before, This was.an airy and unplastered -
cabin, fit to entertdin. 4, traveling god and

~ where a goddesa might tra11 her" garinents.
“The winds which passed over- thy dwelhng'
" were such as sweep ovér the ridges of motin--

tains, bearing the broken & strains, or célestial .
parts only, 6f térrestrial'music, The morhing

wind forever blows, the- poem of creation is™
umnterrupted; but few are the ears that hear -
it. Olympug?® is but the outside of the earth'

everywhere, . .
T was seated by the shore of a smalI pond

. about & mile and 4 halt-youth of the village of -
- Concord and somewhar higher than it, in the -
- midst ‘of an. ‘extensgive “wood . between “that '
" town and Linicoly, ‘and ki
- of that.our énly field known to. Eame, Concosd "
.Battle. Ground; bt I'was so.Jow, in the woods:
" that the o:mosite shore half a mﬂe oE like; '

-1-'1 Lo "’m\-"i

t two miles south

Fd

the rest, & :
d1stanrho of, B elye: A

nightly: clorhmg of mist; and here and’ ‘thers,

by .degrees; its soft npples or its- smooth';
~teflecting ‘sutface’ ‘was’revealed, ihile the -
mists;. like ghosts; Were stea'lthﬂy withtraw. -
 ing in every directién into the: s wonds, @ at !

" the breaking vp-of somé noétirnal oonvenu'

“cle. The véry dew.seémeéd to hang npori-the - i
. trees later into'the’ day than usual as 3 fh.e“

81des of mchiritaifis.
This-sinall lake- wa§ of most value H5 &

neighbor i the intervals of & “gettle; ain;
"Storm in"Avigust, when, both air and watér
" being” perfectly ‘still; but ‘the . sKy. overéast,”
“rnid:afternoon had all the seremfy of evetting, _-:
and the wood thrush sang-atound, and ¥as - |

heard froxit:shore to ‘sHore, A lale hke tl’ﬂe is

~itself 50 friuch-the’ modre impéreant, From 2

» hilltop near by, where -the wood had been -
Crecently cut off, thete’ wis’ 4" pleasifig. vists i
 southward acrésé-the ponid; - throigh ‘a wide:

indentatich in'the hills which form the shore,
“there; whére their. oppasite- sidés. sléping tos -
-“ward €agh ‘other suggested & stréary flowing i -

out in thatdiestion: theough a wooded valley;.
- but streariithereswas nens:: Thatway Hooked

. betweenafid-bver the near gréen-Kills to some - . 3
d:stant and hxghen onee m the horizon, tihged .

SR

1. Olymptrs [5 Hm' paﬁa" Inbintais. [u T‘h' saly b
the abede -of! \‘.Imgodb i@ Gﬂeek myj“!alggy

f’

ek,whenewf L4
locked ut of the pond: it itaptessed me ke a -
tarn high up-onthe side! of & migintais; s
bottor far ‘above the surfz<:e of other-lakes, -7
~and, as the sun aross, T saw it thnowing off its -

_' never smoother than at §ich a-tite, and the
“élear portion of the air dbove it being shilow -': '
~and darkened by-clouds;the wates; ful¥ of -
.* light and reflections, becomes a lowerheaved -

poxtzon ofthe vﬂlage But in oth e
even from:this point, . Idould not seg over of: oy
“Beyond. the: Weods whlch surround‘ed e Jtis . K
“well to have some Water ‘in otz neighbor- T
d hood, to give budyancy to and float the eareh: - -
'] One value. even of the sinallest well 15, that‘ S
4 whenyou look intoit you see that earthis hot™ . -
§ “continent but insular, This s 4§ important as: =~
“ " that it keeps:buttér dool. When logked dgross "
the pond from this peak toward the Sodbgry:: ™ -
meadows, which in time of flsod. I'distine .~
" guished elévated. perhaps by a mirage {htheir

¥ could cateh'a glimpse of some! of & the:
¥ -the, still b"luer and -miore distant’ by
gnges in: the northwest, J;hose £ e-blue £

“direct ions,.

seething valléy, like 2 coin in 4 basin, a1l the
“earth beyond the- fpond appeared like 'z thm
" crist instlated and floated even by this’

.. sheet of mtervening water, and T was remmd . .
“d that this on: whzch tidwelt’ ‘wés but diy . C

land _
Every mormng was a eheerful invltation t6-

say innogence, . with Natiire- herself, 1" have "

iwuh blue..Indeed by sranding on 4 Qe_l - '

| make thy life of cqual simplicity, and | ingy

- -been as sincere a worshipper of Aniora®isthe”
. Greeks, I got up. ea:ly and bathed in the’ pbnd P

that was g religious exercise, and one of the = * '

Moming bnngs back the’ heroit; ages. Twag as
" much-affected by the faing hum of 4 mosqitito

. through my apartment af earliest dawp, when |

best things which I did. They’s say that chafacs ~*
ters were engraven on the bathing tubof king = .-
Tching-thang® to.this effect; “Renew thyself S
R completely each.ddy; do it agai;n, and again, . "
and forever again” I can inderstand that,

T

. making its invisible and ‘unimagihable tovr

-’f s sitting with: door and windows open,asl -

e famne, It wis Homer's* requ:em; itself.an Had.

% and wanderinigs, There was something cosmiv

cal about.it; a-standing advertisemgfie; €Il * .

forbniden, of thé everlasting vigor and. fertility

% geuld be by iy trumpet that'ever sang.of ;

i -and Odysséy.in the dir, singiy its owsi wiath < "

Py A écif the world: The moming, which 13 the Toost. W
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" .+ . often safely offered in jest. And I-am sure that
" Inever read. any memorable news in a news-

. V.
" R S ‘

P L

work, we Haven’t any of dity consequence, We -

have the Saint'Vitus’ dance, .and cannot possi-

bly keep our heads still. If I should only give s

few pulls at the parish bell rope, for a fire, that

is, without setting the bell, thete is hardly a -
man ‘on his fafm in the outskirts of Concord, .

. notwithstanding that press of engagements. -

“which was. hi$ excuse so many times this

' morning, nor & boy, nor a woman, I might
" alpndost say, but would forsake all and follove .

that sound, not mainly {o save property from

-the flames, but, if we will confess the truth,

much more to see it bum, since bum it must,

and we, be it known did not set it on Are—or .

“to see it put 6ut, and have a hdnd in it, if that

is done gs handsomely; yes, evenif it were the
parish church itself, Hardly a man takes a half

pos¢; and ther, to pay for it, they téll what

- they have dreamed, After a night’s sleep the
news is.as “indispensablé as the breakfast, -
-, “Pray tell'me anything ‘new that .has hap-

‘hour’s nap after.dinner, but when he wakes he -

" holds up his head and asks, *What's .the.

- pews?” as if the rest of mankind had stood his
" .sentinels. Some give directions to be waked

- every half hour, doubtless for no .other pur-

pened to & man anywhere on this globe,” and

he reads it over his coffee and rolls, that a man
hés had his eyes gouged out this morning on
the: Wachito River; never dreaming the while

that he lives in the dark unfathomed mam-.
moth cave of this world, and has but the:
- rudiment of an eye himiself. .

For my part, I could easily do without the °

post office. I think that there are very few

important communications made through it. .
To' speak critically, I never received more -

thap one or,two letters in my life—I wrote

. this some.years ago—that were worth the

postage. The penny. post is; commonly, an '

institution through which you serlously offer
a man that penny for his thoughts which is so

paper. If we read. of one man robbed, or

;. - murdered, or killed by accident, or one house

LM

"burned, or o;
boat blown uy, of one cow run ovér on the |
Westem' Railroad, or oné mad.dog. killed, .
‘or one lot of grasshoppers in' the winter,
' we never need read of another. One is -

essel wrecked, or one steam-

enough,’, .. T

Let us spend one d#Y'as"d'eliberate:ly as ~
"Nature, and not be thrown off the track by .
-every nutshell and mosquito’s wing that falls

on the rails. Let us rise early and fast, or break
fast, gently and. without perturbation, let
company come and let company go, let the
bells ring and the ¢hildren cry, determined to

* make a day of it. Why should we knock under
and go with the stream? Let us not be upset -
and overwhelmed in that teirible rapid-and - -
whirlpoa! called .a dinnet; situated in ‘the

meridian: shallows. Weather this danger and

. you'aye safe, for:the rest of the way is down

hill.” With unrélaxed nerves, with morning

vigor, sail by it, looking another way, tied to - .
- the mast like Ulysses, If the engine whistles,

let it whistle till it is hoatse for its pains. If

~the bell rings, why.should we run? We will -
.consider what kind of music they are like, Let
-'us settle ourselves, and work and wedge our
. feet downward theough the mud and slush of -
. Opinion, and prejudiée, .and tradition, and
delusion, and appearance, that alluvion which’

covers the ‘globe;. through Paris and London,

" through New York and Boston and Concord,

through church and state, through poétry and
philosophy and- religion, till we come to a
hard bottom and rocks in place, which we can
call reality, and say, This is, and no mistake,
and then - begin, having 'a point d'appui,’
‘below freshet and frost and-fire, a place where

:you might found a wall or a state, or set a

lamppost safely, or perhaps a gauge, not a
Nilometer, but a Realometer, that future ages
‘might know how deep a freshet of shams and
-appearances had gathered from tiine to time,

) point J’appuf {pwan da pwé_‘[ F,;;nc}z: a h'ase_, especiaily

‘for & military operation,

LR R NP L)
. .

' you stand right fronting ana ,ace to face to a8

fact, you'will see the sun glimmer on both its
surfaces, as'if it were a cimeter,” and feel its
sweet edge dividing you through the heart and

© marrow,” and’ so you will happily conclude

your mortal career. Be it life or death, we
crave only reality. If we are really dying, let us

"hear the rattle irrour throats and feel cold in

the extremities; if we are alive, let us go abouy
our business.

Time is but the stream I go a-flshing in, I-
drink at it) but while I drink I see the sandy
bottom and detect how shallow it is. Its thin
current slides away, but eternity remains; !

" would drink deeper; fish in the sky, whose

bottom is pebbly with stars, I cannot count
eneé, [ know not the first letter of the alphabet,
I have always been regretting that I was not as
wise as the day I was born. The intellect is a
cleaver; it discerns and rifts:its way into the.
secret of things. I do not wish to be any more

. busy with my hands than is necessary. My

head is hands and feet. I fee] &ll my best
faculties concentrated in it. My instinct tells
me that my head is an organ for burrowing, ‘as
some creatures use their snout.and forepaws,

" and with-it I would mine and burrow my way
. thtough these hills, I think that the richest

‘vein is somewhere hereabouts; so by the
divining Tod and thin rising vapors I judge;

" and here I will begin to mine,

-
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